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DOLGELLAU  RTJEAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Animal  Repsrt  of  the  District  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1964 


Tos-  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Dolgellau  Rural  District  Council. 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Health  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1964, 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  mid  year  population 
was  7,760  compared  with  7 >740  in  1963  and  7 >140  in  the  1961  census. 
There  were  82  live  births  13  less  than  in  1963.  There  were  however 
no  stillbirths  and  no  infant  death.  As  in  previous  years  there  was 
no  maternal  deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  112  (99  in  1963  and  107  in  I962). 
Most  of  these  were  due  to  heart  disease  (including  coronary  thrombosis) 
and  strokes.  There  were  15  deaths  from  cancer  3 more  than  in  1963  and 
2 less  than  1962. 

Two  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  were  notified  compared 
with  4 the  previous  year.  There  were  two  deaths  from  tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  was  small  and 
there  was  no  case  of  food  poisoning. 

I wish  to  thank  Mr.  R.  P.  Jones,  Mr.  R.  A.  Roberts  and  the 
Clerk  Mr,  B,  Williams-Jones  for  all  the  valuable  assistance  they 
have  given  me  during  the  year  and  all  the  council  officials  for 
their  assistances. 

Finally  I wish  to  thank  all  the  members  of  the  coiincil  for 
their  continued  support. 

I am. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

HUGH  FRANCIS. 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Dolgellau  Rural  District 
Rateable  Value 

Population  (Registrar  General's  figures) 
Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (According  to 
the  Rate  Books)  at  end  of  year 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


158,9^2  Acres 
£168,980 
7,760 

£684*  5«  2« 

2.933 


BIRTHS 


Comparability  Factors  - 
Births 
Deaths 


1.35 

0.89 


LIVE  BIRTHS  Males  Females 

Total  ..  82  39  43 

Legitimate  79  36  ' 43 

Illegitimate  3 3 ■" 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  - 10,70 
1963  figures  - 12.27 


Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  1,000  population)  - 0,39 


STILL  BIRTHS 


Total  ,,  «,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live 
and  Still  Births 


Males 

Nil 


- Nil 


Females 

Nil 


TOTAL  BIRTHS  (Live  and  Still)  82  Males 

Live  - 82  39 

Still  - Nil  Nil 

DEATHS 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  Males 

Total  , , . . . « , . , . Nil 

Legitimate  ,,  ,,  ,,  ..  Nil 

Illegitimate Nil 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  ~ Nil 

1963  figures  - Nil 

Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants 


Mortality  (per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births) 


Females 

43 

Nil 

Females 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants 

Mortality  (per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births)  - Nil 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  4 WEEKS  Males  Females 

Total Nil  Nil 

Legitimate  ..  " 

Illegitimate  , .•  ,,  ,,  ,,  " " 
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Males  Females 


DEATHS  OF  IHFAI\M?S  UM)ER  1 V/EBK  OF  AGE 

Total 

v\  Legitimate  ..  ..  .. 

Illegitimate  .. 

He  0-Hat  al  Mortality  Rate  - Nil 

Early  Heo-natal  Mortality  Rate  - Nil 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  - Nil 

MATERNAL  DEATHS  (including  aLortion) 
Maternal  Mortality  (Rate  per  1,000  Live 

Still  Births) 

1963  figures  - Nil 


DEATHS  Total  Numher  112  ,, 

Rate  per  1,000  population  - 14#62 

1963  figures  - 12,79 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER 

Total  Numher  1| 

Rate  per  1,000  population  - 01,96 

1963  figures  - 1,55 

DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 

Total  Numher  2*  «• 

Rate  per  1,000  population  - 00,26 

1963  figures  t Nil 


Nil  Nil 


Males  Females 

58  5^ 


9 6 
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GEFERAL  PROVISIONS  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


( 1)  Puhlic  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority; 

One  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Technical  Assistant, 

One  Puhlic  Health  Inspector. 


(2)  Laboratory  Facilities;  Water  analysis  (chemical)  carried  out  hy  the  Puhlic 
Analyst,  Chester.  Bacteriological  examination  of  wa,ter  at  the  Puhlic 
Health  Laboratory,  Aberystwyth,  Examination  of  milk  for  cleanliness, 
keeping  quality,  tuberculosis,  and  brucellosis  at  the  Puhlic  Health 
Laboratory,  Conway. 


(3) 

(^) 


(5) 

(6) 


Ambulance  Facilities s Pour  ambulances  stationed  at  Dolgellau, 


Infant  V/elfare  Clinics; 
Held  at  Dyffryn  Ardudwy 
Dolgellau 
Abergynolwyn 
C orris 


Horeb  Chapel  Vestry  3rd  Tuesday  in  the  month, 
Ebeneser  Chapel  Vestry  1st  and  3rd  Mondays, 
Village  Hall  once  a month. 

The  Institute  once  a month. 


Ante  Natal  Clinic ss  At  Dolgellau  Hospital  - two  clinics  in  each 

calendar  month. 

Orthopaedic  Glinios 

At  the  Dolgellau  Hospital  (on  the  2nd  Thursday  of  each  month) 
Afer  care  clinic  on  the  4th  Thursday  of  each  month. 
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(7)  ?U5jjJRCUL0SIS  CLIHIC: 

At  Dolgellau  Hospital  twice  eweiy  calendar  month. 

(8)  DIPHTHERIA  IMilDIIZATION; 

Arranged  hy  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  carried  out  at 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  hy  general  practitioners  in  their  surgeries. 
Immunization  of  babies  and  young  children  is  also  carried  out  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer  in  the  primary  schools. 

(9)  HOSPITALS; 

One  at  Dolgellau. 


(10)  IWECTIOUS  DISEASES; 


Total  number  of 

Infectious 

Diseases  (other  than 

Tuberculosis) 

notified  during  the  ; 
Scarlet  Fever 

year  = 35. 
- Nil. 

Whooping  Cough 

- 1. 

Bacillary  Dysentry 

- Nil. 

Measles 

- 34. 

Pneumonia 

Nil. 

Infantile  Paralysis  - Nil. 

NEW  CASES 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Pulmonary  - 

Total  1, 

Males  1,  Females  Nil, 

Non-Pulmonary  - 

Total  1. 

Males  Nil, 

Females  1. 

TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Total  1, 

Males  Nil, 

Females  1, 

Non-Pulmonciry  - 

Total  1, 

I-lales  lv> 

Females  Nil. 

_ b.  ^ 


TUBilRCULOSIS 


M CASES  MD  MORTALITY  DURn^G  1964 
IN  AGS  GROUPS 


Age  Periods 

Rsspiratory  I 

Respj 

1 

lon- 
.r  at  ory 

Respiratory  Non- 

Re  spirat  ory 

Under  1 

M. 

F. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

F. 

1 year 

2 - 

5-9 

10  - 14 

15  - 19 

20  - 24 

25  - 34 

35  - ^4 

45  - 54 

55  - 64 

1 

65  - 74 

1 

1 

1 

75  9-nd  over 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  1964 


Tuberculosis  Pulmonarj 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Cancer  Stomach 
" Bronchus 
" Uterus 
" Other  sites 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  diseases 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

Jill  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
POOD  HYGIENE 


Males  Female  s 


1 


1 


2 


Food  premises  were  inspected  and  advise  was  given  to  food  handlers 
during  the  year. 

No,  of  prosecutions.  Nil, 
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DOLGELLAU  RURAL  DISTRICT  COIMGIL 


Health  Department, 

C/o,  Gwril  House, 

DOLGELLAU. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Dolgellau  Rural  District  Co\mcil, 

Mr,  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  in  conjimction  with  Dr,  Hugh  Francis,  your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  to  submit  the  section  of  the  Annual  Health  Report  dealing  with  the 
environmental  health  of  the  district  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 

The  details  contained  in  the  report  indicate  that  your  deliberations  and 
attention  to  the  state  of  the  envirenmental  health  in  the  district  has  resulted  in 
good  progress  in  the  provision  of  new  houses,  improvements  in  the  refuse  collection 
and  disposal  service,  the  implementation  of  three  village  sewerage  schemes,  some 
progress  in  the  acquisition  and  improvement  of  houses  and  the  furtherance  of  the 
policy  to  provide  sanitary  conveniences  in  the  various  village  communities  in  the 
district. 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the  Council’s  building  programme  can  proceed 
uninterrupted  to  ensure  the  rehousing  of  families  residing  in  sub-standard  dwellings 
and  to  meet  the  general  and  elderly  needs  of  the  district  as  soon  as  possible. 
Progress  in  the  provision  of  water  borne  sanitation  to  the  village  communities 
is  also  vital  and  I am  particiolarly  anxious  to  see  the  Corris  sewerage  scheme, 
becoming  a reality. 

It  is  in  many  ways  regrettable  that  the  year  196A-  saw  the  cessation  of  the 
Council’s  direct  responsibilities  for  the  provision  and  management  of  the  public 
water  supplies  in  the  district. 

The  fact  that  every  village  in  the  district  has  been  provided  with  this  very 
important  and  essential  amenity  proves  that  the  Coimcil  accepted  their  statutory 
obligations  ^^rithout  hesitation,  always  placing  public  health  above  economics  and 
endeavouring  to  make  a wholesome  supply  of  v/ater  available  to  all  properties  within 
the  physical  limits  of  the  various  sources.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  ^^^rioneth 
Water  Board  will  continue  this  policy  and  that  the  comprehensive  scheme  for  the 
Mawddqch  Estuary  will  be  implemented  without  delay, 

I must  again  express  concern  at  the  lack  of  satisfactory  sites  for  tented 
camping  and  touring  caravans  which  is  becoming  increasingly  popular  in  the  Snowdonia 
National  Park,  The  danger  of  ignoring  the  problem  is  obvious  and  it  is  suggested 
that  the  planning  and  health  authorities  should  give  this  matter  their  immediate 
and  joint  attention  to  formulate  a policy  to  cater  for  the  multitude  of  holiday- 
makers who  visit  the  area. 
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In  conclusion  I wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Council  for  their 
interest,  encouragement  and  support  in  furthering  the  public  health  needs  of  the 
district,  I am  also  indebted  to  Dr,  Hugh  Francis  for  his  loyal  support  and  advise, 
Mr,  Llyr  Jones,  Technical  Assistant  for  his  endless  energy  and  drive  and  to  Mr,  B, 
Williams-Jones  Clerk  of  the  Council,  Mr,  R,  A,  Roberts,  Surveyor,  and  Mr,  M,  T, 
Pritchard,  Consultant  Architect  for  their  very  close  and  harmonious  co-operation. 

My  thanks  are  .also  eiitended  to  all  the  Council ‘s  Staff  for  their  ready  assistance 
at  all  times. 


I remain,  Mr,  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Yo\ir  obedient  servant, 


R.  PUGH  JOl^S, 

Public  Health  Inspector, 


November,  19^5 • 
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Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area 


infuse  Tips 

52 

Disinfestation 

9 

Refuse  Collection 

87 

Watercourses 

7 

Drainage 

29 

Nev;  Housing  Sites 

24 

Public  Health  Act  - re.  Housing 

Housing  Acts 

83 

defects 

28 

Housing  Acts  - re.  Overcrowding 

Factories  Act 

3 

& Housing  Conditions 

29 

Public  Conveniences 

54 

Improvement  Grants 

118 

Caravan  Sites 

38 

Pood  and  Drugs  Act 

17 

Camping  Sites 

27 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

21 

Nuisances 

42 

C erne tries 

2 

Dangerous  Structures 

16 

Interview  with  Owners  and 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment 

1 

Buildiers  etc. 

53 

Common  Land  - re,  nuisances 

8 

Management  - Coimcil  Houses 

320 

Infectious  Diseases 

2 

Miscellaneous 

27 

Private  Water  Supplies 

LG 

Private  Enterprise 

Development  Proposals  Approved, 

Water  Closets 

22 

Toilet  for  camping  sites 

2 

Bathrooms 

17 

New  Shops  and  Cafes 

.2 

Hot  Water  Systems 

16 

Caravan  Siites-*-  ■ 

3 

Sinks  & LaVo  Basins 

19 

Petrol  Tanks 

1 

Septic  Tanks 

13 

Garage  s 

13 

Drainage  Systems 

19 

New  Schools 

2 

Additions 

9 

Summer  Houses 

3 

Conversions 

7 

Chalets 

1 

Agricultural  Buildings 

8 

Re  construe  ti on 

1 

Electricity  Schemes 

23 

Improvements 

10 

Factories  Act  1937 

- I960 

No,  of  Premises  on  Register 

5 

No,  inspected  re,  cleanliness 

3 

No,  inspected  re.  Sanitary  Conditions  3 

Defects  found 

2 

Defects  remedied 

1 

Ice  Ca?eam  Premises 

Maniofac taring  Premises  Nil 

Number  of  retailers  31 
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HOUSING 


Substandard  D^elliniscs , 

The  clearance  of  sub-standard  dwellings  wa.s  again  practically  non-existent 
during  the  year.  Out  of  an  estimated  total  of  120  sub- standard  houses  remaining 
to  be  dealt  with,  only  twowere  the  subject  of  Housing  Act  action  in  I96A-,  It  is 
anticipated  that  abcut  half  the  number  of  huses  considered  to  be  unfit  can  be 
reclaimed  provided  they  are  subjected  to  major  schemes  of  improvement  and  conversion. 
The  Council's  policy  of  dealing  with  individual  houses  by  closure  action  wherever 
possible  has  met  with  very  effective  results,  and  in  many  instances  houses  have 
been  repaired,  converted  and  improved  to  provide  very  satisfactory  living  units. 

It  is  considered  that  this  action  helps  to  retain  the  character  of  villages  and 
hamlets  rather  than  create  'gaps'  and  'eyesores'  in  the  small  typically  rural 
communities  in  this  area.. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  tha.t  with  the  increased  provision  of  nev;  dwellings, 
particularly  bouses  for  the  elderly,  and  completion  of  the  ve.rious  sewerage  schemes 
the  rate  of  clearing  unfit  houses  throughout  the  district  will  be  accelerated. 

At  the  same  time,  it  must  be  appreciated  tha.t  demolition  of  unfit  houses  in  rural 
a.rea.s,  often  on  sites  of  little  or  no  value  can  create  grea.t  hardship  to  owners. 

H0use  Improvement  Schemes 


Application  for  Uiscreti'ohary  Grants^  received"duringcl964  5 

Application  for  Standard  Grants  received  during  1964  l4 

Standard  Grant  Schemes  completed  9 

Discretionaiy  Grant  Schemes  completed  3 

Total  number  of  Discretionary  Improvement  Grant  Schemes 

completed  from  1954  - 1964  68 

Total  sum  gf  grants  actually  paid  = £19,296?  3*  H» 

Total  number  of  Standard  Grant  Improvement  Schemes 

completed  from  1959  ~ 1964  33 

Total  sum  of  grants  actually  paid  = £4,015 s 9* 


It  is  disapointing  to  record  that  the  rate  of  applications  for  Discretiona.ry 
and  Standard  Grants  again  fell  short  of  the  figure  the  Council  could  regard  as 
satisfactory.  Steps  were  taken  to  publicise  the  grants  obtainable,  particularly 
in  villages  where  sewerage  schemes  were  imminent,  but  the  response  on  the  whole 
was  very  poor. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  the  Housing  Act  1964  came  into  operation 
and  although  to  some  extent  the  improvement  grants  which  are  now  pa.ya.ble  were 
increased,  I still  consider  the  Discretionary  Grant  provision  in  particular,  to  be 
very  unrealistic.  Due  to  many  factors  which  have  been  listed  in  previous  annual 
health  reports,  it  is  obvious  to  me  that  to  expect  houses  to  be  brought  up  to  a 
standard  comparable  with  that  of  a modem  house  (the  twelve  point  standa.rd)  for 
the  extremely  low  cost  of  £800  or  thereabouts  is  in  most  instanres  impossible. 
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As  a support  to  this  statement,  of  the  five  applications  for  Discretionary  Grants 
received  during  the  years  the  approved  cost  in"  three  instances  exceeded  , 

£1,500; 

It  is  again  suggested  that  the  £^0  maximum  grant  (which  incidentally  has 
been  sta.tic  since  195^)  should  he  considera.!bLy  increa.sed  and  also  that  the  cost  of 
re-roofing  dv/ellings  where  this  is  essential  at  the  time  of  the  improvement  scheme 
should  be  considered  as  an  ’extra’  over  and  above  the  normal  grant  maximum. 

The  indications  at  the  end  of  1964  siiggested  that  the  Standard  Grant 
applications  would  increase  and  whilst  from  a housing  standard  aspect  this  is  most 
encouraging,  it  is  significant  to  record  that  a considerable  amount  of  the 
administrative  and  technical'  officers’  time  devoted  to  this  work  goes  toward 
providing  ’weekend' and 'holiday  homes’  for  visitors  and  not  towards  improving  the 
living  conditions  of  people  who  reside  in  the  district  permanently. 

The  ’compulsorily’  improvement  provisions  of  the  1964  Act  will  to  some 
extent  assist  in  the  rate  of  improvements  carried  out  in  the  district, 

AQUISITIOD  AMD  IIIPROVEMENT  OF  PROPERTIES 

The  Coimcil  continued  their  policy  of  aquiring  and  improving  properties 
and  are  to  be  conimended  for  their  very  active  interest  and  progress  >in  this  aspect 
of  housing, 

NIMBER  OF  PROPERTIES  AQUIRED  BY  THE  COTOCIL  UP  TO  31st  DECEIIBER.  1964-49 


During  the  year,  Graiandy,  Pennal  was  divided  to  provide  three  two  bedroom 
flats,  No,  11  Llanegryn  Street  Abergynolwyn  was  completely  re-modemised  and  works 
of  improvement  were  commenced  on  Nos,  1 and  12  Llanegryn  Street,  Abergynolwyn, 
Schemes  were  also  in  course  of  preparation  for  Glandwr  and  Drynawel,  Corris  to 
provide  for  four  dwellings, 

NEW  COUNCIL  HOUSE  BUILDING 

The  Coimcil  can  look  upon  1964  with  considerable  satisfaction  insofar  as 
new  house  building  is  concerned.  Six  three  bedroom  houses  were  completed  and 
occupied  at  Rhydymain  and  twenty  four  three  bedroom  houses,  eight  old  age  bungalows 
and  six  two  bedroom  flats  were  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is 
also  pleasing  to  record  that  the  Council  have  adhered  to  their  policy  of  erecting 
well  designed  good  quality  houses  rather  than  lowering  the  standard  of  floor  space 
and  materials  in  order  to  reduce  costs,  iii  the  long  term  such  apolicy  will  ■ 
undoubtedly  pay  dividends. 


Number  of  Properties  improved 
Number  of  Properties  with  schemes  in  progress 
Number  of  Properties  to  be  improved 
Negotiation  for  purchase 


26 

2 

21 

3 
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The  provision  of  new  housing  will  remain  a vital  subject  for  some  considerable 
time  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  difficulties  encountered  with  purchase  of 
land,  provision  of  sewers  in  certain  villages  and  the  shortage  of  building  ■ 
contractors  will  be  resolved  as  soon  as  possible. 


3riBedroom  Houses  completed  during  the  year 
3 Bedroom  Houses  under  construction  on  31st  December,  1964 
2 Bedroom  Flats  " ” " 

1 Bedroom  Old  age  bungalows  " " 

Schemes  to  be  implemented  in  the  near  futini'e. 


Aberangell  4 
Aberllefenni  8 
C orris  6 
Pennal  4 
Bontddu  4 
Llwyngwril  4 


PRIVATE  BUILDIHG  DEVELOPMENT 


Llanegryn 

Dyffryn 

Rhydymain 

Brithdir 

Pantperthog 


8 

8 

2 

8 

8 


Private  house  building  continued  to  increase  in  the  district,  particularly 
along  the  popular  coastal  belt  in  the  Fairboume  and  Dyffryn  areas. 


Thirty  seven  private  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year  whilst 
planning  permissions  were  granted  for  $0  houses. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

During  the  year  under  review,  several  major  changes  were  introduced  in  this 
very  important  Public  Health  service  which  have  resulted  in  vast  improvements 
throughout  the  district.  The  compressor  type  vehicle  came  into  use  on  the  1st 
Januaiy,  1964  which  enabled  the  Council  to  extend  the  weekly  collection  of  refuse 
and  also  by  slight  alterations  in  the  daily  collection  routes,  resulted  in  the 
weekly  task  of  house  refuse  collection  being  reduced  to  four  days.  This  saving 
in  time  and  transport  costs  enabled  the  introduction  of  refuse  collection  from  all 
caravan  sites  diiring  the  period  May  to  early  October  and  during  the  rest  of  the 
year,  labour  was  available  for  special  collections  from  villages  and  hamlets 
throughout  the  district.  These  special  collections  greatly  assist  house  holders 
to  be  rid  of  bulky  articles  and  so  reduces  the  risk  of  illicit  dumping  of  materials 
and  creating  niusances  and  ’eyesores’. 

The  Council  also  commenced  a ’rear-door’  collection  of  refuse  for  the 
elderly  and  infirm  and  free-standing  stands  for  paper  sacks  were  issued  to  all 
persons  qualifying  for  this  service.  This  innovation  has  met  with  a reasonable 
response  and  is  greatly  appreciated  by  all  participants.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  rear  door  collection  of  refuse  will  soon  become  the  rule  throughout  the  entire 
district. 


Collection  of  refuse>:from  isolated  premises  on  a three  weekly  rota  basis 
extended  throvighout  the  district  dirring  the  year  and  it  is  gratifying  to  record 
that  a regular  collection  of  refuse  is  now  available  to  all  households.  Again 
this  new  service  has  been  very  well  received  and  the  specially  adapted  Land  Rover 
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has  proved  to  he  equal  to  the  very  rough  and  Hilly  terrain. 

The  year  sa.w  no  change  in  the  demand  to  collect  night  soil  from  Corris 
and  Aherllefenni  twice  weekly  and  from  Mallwyd,  Aherangell  and  Pennal  once  weekly. 
The  need  for  the  abolition  of  this  essential  but  repulsive  seirvice  is  long  overdue, 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

As  from  the  1st  January,  1964,  the  nmber  of  refuse  tips  in  use  v/as  reduced 
from  eight  to  two,  the  remaining  sites  being  at  Rhoslefain  and  Bontddu,  The 
increased  use  of  these  refuse  tips  prompted  the  need  for  mechanical  plant  to  seciire 
proper  tip  control  and  the  Council  purchased  a Massey  Ferguson  Tractor  for  this 
purpose  with  the  result  that  the  standard  of  tip  maintenance  has  greatly  improved. 

With  the  re-organisation  of  refuse  tipping  it  has  become  very  evident  that 
the  approximate  ’life'  of  Rhoslefain  tip  will  only  extend  about  three  years  whilst 
it  is  estimated  that  the  Bontddu  tip  should  serve  the  needs  of  the  Council  for 
the  next  seven  to  eight  years, 

D-uring  the  year  the  Council  sought  pla.nning  permission  to  secure  additional 
land  for  tipping  by  extension  of  the  present  tip  at  Bontddu  with  the  intention  of 
carrying  out  a tree  planting  scheme  well  on  advance  of  the  actual  use  of  the  site. 
Planning  permission  was  refused  and  the  Council  decided  to  investigate  other  methods 
of  refuse  disposal,  A Sub-Committee  was  appointed  to  visit  incineration  plants 
with  a view  to  determining  whether  or  not  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  an 
incineratior  to  deal  with  all  the  refuse  of  the  area.  This  matter  was  still  under 
active  consideration  at  the  end  of  1964. 

Staff  engaged  on  Public  Cleansins:  Service. 

Foreman  engaged  on  refuse  disposal,  relief  driver  and  vehicle  maintenance 

1 Driver 

2 Loaders,  (one  loaaer  occassionally  employed  as  driver/loader, 

1 Driver/Loader  on  La,nd  Rover  collection  routes. 


LITTER 


The  close  liasion  that  exists  with  the  Highways  and  Planning  Depa.rtment  of 
the  Merioneth  ^cunty  Coiincil  ensures  that  the  litter  problem  is  contained 
satisfactorily.  The  district  was  aequately  supplied  with  litter  receptacles 
and  the  collection  rotas  ensixred  that  the  litter  v/as  cleared  regularly.  Special 
litter  collections  v/ere  undertaken  three  times  weekly  along  the  popifLar  costbl 
resorts  during  the  peak  holiday  period, 

CABAVAH  SITES  AMD  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPIiEHT  ACT  I960 


Number  of  Licenced  Sites  in  the  District  43 

Estimated  total  number  of  Caravans  on  Licensed  Sites  2,091 
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The  Council  have  rigidly  enforced  the  requirements  laid  down  in  the  site 
licences  and  on  the  whole  the  standard  of  the  various  sites  in  the  district  can 
he  considered  satisfactory. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  two  site  operators  during  the 
year.  One  of  the  largest  sites  in  the  district  had  given  rise  to  considerable 
concern  due  to  garious  breaches  of  the.  licence  and  lack  of  attention  to  essential 
public  health  facilities.  The  eleven  summonses  served  were  proved  and  the  operators 
were  fined  a total  of  £340  with  £50  cost.  The  other  case  concerned  the  nmber  of 
caravans  on  the  site  being  in  excess  of  the  licence  condition  and-  the  operator 
was  fined  £40  with  £5  costs. 

The  demand  for  a.pproved  sites  to  accommodate  touring  caravans  became  more 
evident  during  the  1964  holiday  season  and  the  use  of  road  l^byes  and  unauthorised 
sites  is  getting  out  of  hand  with  the  alarming  risk  to  Public  Health, 

TENTEP  CAMPING  SITES. 


The  year  under  review  again  witnessed  a tremendous  increase  in  tented 
camping  practically  throughout  the  district.  The  absence  of  proper  sites  with 
adequate  sanitary  conveniences  and  water  supply  must  present  a serious  health 
hazard  and  althouth  cautions  have  been  issued  to  several  offenders,  the  appeal  for 
co-operation  by  site  owners  has  been  completely  ignored. 

It  is  again  reiterated  that  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936 
are  very  difficult  a.nd  almost  impracticable  to  administer  in  such  a la,rge  rural 
area  and  the  time  is  now  overdue  when  the  legisla.tors  should  provide  local 
authorities  with  practical  and  effective  powers  to  deal  with  tented  camping  sites 
on  a simila.r  basis  to  caravan  sites. 

I am  prompted  to  siiggest  whether  the  Coimcil  should  not  consider  the 
establishment  of  camping  sites  in  the  district  in  order  to  promote  a satisfactory 
standard  of  amenities  and  to  encourage  similar  action  by  owners  of  private  camping 
sites. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


The  Council  continued  it’s  policy  of  providing  public  conveniences  in 
villages  and  during  the  year  the  building  of  a public  convenience  in  the  village 
of  Llanegryn  was  commenced.  Several  other  schemes  were  in  various  stages  of 
implementation. 

The  following  villages  are  now  provided  with  public  conveinencess- 

Abergynolwyn  Pinas  Mawddwy  Pyffryn  Ardudwy 

Llwyngwril  Llanfachreth  Bontddu 

'Lower  Corris  Fairbourne  Ganllwyd, 

There  is  a.  need  for  facilities  in  Talybont,  Arthog,  Liams  11  tyd,  Upper 
Corris,  Pennal  and  Hhydymain  and  it  is  the  Council’s  intently  to  provide 
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conveniences  in  these  villages  at  an  early  date  together  \^^ith  an  additional 
toilet  block  in  Fairboume  and  the  Bennar  Fawr  area  of  Dyffryn, 

The  Council  have  dravm  the  attention  of  the  Merioneth  Park  Planning 
Authority  of  the  need  to  provide  toilet  facilities  in  several  popular  toirrist 
sites  in  the  district  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a response  will  be  forthcoming 
in  the  very  near  fut\rre.  The  cleaning  of  the  public  conveniences  is  undertaken 
by  part  time  staff  and  i^i  my  opinion  the  standard  attained  is  very  satisfactory, 

FOOD  AhP  DRUGS  ACT  1956 
Food  Hygine  (General)  Re,srulations  I960 

Food  premises  are  visited  periodically  and  most  of  the  food  establishments 
inspected  attained  a reasonable  standard  of  hygene  and  cleanliness.  The 
attention  of  food  handlers  is  drawn  to  the  necessity  of  com.pliance  with  regulations 
and  special  posters  v/ere  circulated  to  all  food  premises  during  the  year. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  under  the  above  Act, 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEb^AGE  DISPOSAL. 

There  was  positive  progress  in  the  provision  of  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  schemes  during  the  year  and  contractors  commenced  in  Rhydymain,  Mallwyd 
and  Aberangell,  The  various  technical  difficulties  connected  with  the  Dyffryn/ 
Talybont  scheme  were  also  resolved  with  the  result  that  the  project  would  be  a 
definite  * starter'  in  I965, 

The  situation  in  Corris  remained  virtually  static  and  the  almost  complete 
absence  of  water  borne  sanitation  in  the  village  is  a matter  of  serious  public 
health  concern,  giving  rise  to  gross  pollution  of  water  courses  and  nuisance  and 
retarding  the  improvement  of  houses, 

FairbOTome  also  remained  a source  of  concern  and  although  emergency  works 
were  carried  out  to  reli'eve  overloaded  sewers  and  pumping  equipment,  it  is  still 
very  evident  that  considerable  expenditure  will  be  incurred  before  the  system  can 
be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

The  Fennal  Sev/erage  Scheme  was  again  held  back  due  to  difficulties  concerning 
land  for  the  disposal  works  and  preliminary  surveys  were  about  to  be  commenced  in 
Brithdir, 

The  Council  have  the  following  major  schemes  in  various  stages  of 
implementation  s - 

Aberangell,  Mallwyd,  Rhydymain  - contracts  in  progress  31st  December  196^ 

Talybont/Dyffryn  Scheme  - to  cormnence  I965 

Corris,  Pennal,  Aberllefenni,  Arthog,  Friog,  Fairboume,  and  Brithdir  - 

Schemes  in  various  administrative  and  design  stages. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


All  villages  a.re  provided  with  ..a  supply  of  water  and  on  the  whole  the 
state  of  public  water  supplies  in  the  district  can  be  considered  satisfactory, 

Ro  drought  conditions  v;ere  experienced  during  the  year. 

Schemes  to  supplement  the  existing  supplies  were  carried  out  to  the  Dyffr3m 
and  Arthog/Pairboume  undertakings  to  cope  with  the  increasing  peak  demands. 

The  Merioneth  Water  Board  came  into  being  in  1964  with  the  result  that  the 
Council  have  now  relinquished  their  statutory  pov;ers  as  a water  undertaking. 

This  event  was  undoubtedly  ill-timed  insof^br  as  the  Council  was  concerned  especially 
as  the  Mawddach  Joint  Water  Scheme  woiild  be  inevitably  delayed  due  to  the  vast 
amount  of  work  facing  the  new  Board  in  formulating  its  administration  and  policies. 

The  Council  continued  to  administer  the  various  water  supply  schemes  on 
behalf  of  the  Board  after  the  1st  October,  1964,  the  date  on  which  the  Merioneth 
Water  Board  became  operative, 

SAMPLING  AND  ANALYSIS  OP  WATER. 


Public  Supplies, 


The  Council's  Surveyor  arranged  for  regular  sampling  of  all  the  pvihlic 
water  supplies  during  the  year.  The  results  were  as  followss- 

No,  Of  Samples  Taken  Satisfactory  Unsati sf a.c t ory 

113  81  31 

PRIVATE  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Bue  to  Hill  Parming  and  House  Improvement  schemes  irr particular,,  many 
dwellings  situated  outside  the  limits  of  the  public  wsuter  supplies  have  been 
provided  with  satisfactory  private  water  supplies  derived  mainly  from  land  springs. 
Proposed  sources  of  supplies  are  sampled  for  bacteriological  analysis  and  advise 
is  given  on  sources  and  protection  against  pollution.  It  is  anticipated  that 
the  new  Standard  Grant  provisions  vdll  assist  and  encourage  houseowners  to  provide 
a satisfactory  and  wholesome  supply  of  water  to  dwellings  already  lacking  such 
a facility,  W^here  isolated  and  sub-standard  dwellings  are  brought  into  re-use, 
mainly  as  holiday  homes,  an  approved  piped  supply  of  wholesome  water  is  insisted 
upon  before  occupation  is  permitted. 

Water  analysis  res-ults  were  as  follows s- 
No,  Of  Samples  Taken  Satisfactory  Unsati sf actory 

28  16  12 
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SHOPS,  OFFICES  AM)  Hi'iILVAY  PEEMISES  ACT  1963 

The  above  Act  came  into  force  on  the  18th  day  of  Pehruaiy,  1964  and  requires 
every  shop,  office  and  similar  premises  where  persons  are  employed  to  he  registered 
with  the  local  authority*  The  Act  lays  down  specific  reqiiirements  concerning  the 
health  and  welfare  of  persons  employed  in  such  premises  and  on  the  whole  it  is 
not  anticipated  that  great  difficiilty  will  he  encountered  in  applying  the  Act  in 
this  district. 

Inspection  of  registered  premises  were  commenced  during  the  year  a,s  followss*- 
REGISTPJlTIOH  and  inspection. 


Classification 


No.  Registered 


Inspections. 


Shops 

Offices 

Catering  Establishments 


19 

7 

17 


8 

1 

4 


TOTAL; 


43 


13 


JOINT  PESTS  COMMITTEE  ~ RODENT  CONTROL 

Perusal  of  statistics  attached  to  this  report  reveal  that  the  overall  rodent 
infestation  in  the  district  has  been  maintained  at  a reasonably  low  level  dirring 
the  year.  From  the  total  number  of  2668  properties  (excluding  farms)  in  the  local 
authority  area,  only  266  (9»5?0  were  f?>und  to  be  infested  by  rats  or  mice  and  from 
the  total  of  599  farms,  88  (169 7^)  were  found  to  be  similarly  infested.  It  is 
pleasing  to  record  a reduction  of  1,65^  infestation  in  dwelling  houses  and  business 
premises  and  4,1^  infestation  in  farms  as  compared  with  the  year  I963#  These 
statistics  again  emphasise  the  importance  of  the  function  of  the  Joint  Pests 
Committee  and  whilst  it  can  be  fairly  stated  that  in  my  district  the  duties  of  the 
rodent  operation  can  be  classified  as  preventative  rather  than  cura.tive,  it  ean 
be  easily  visualised  the  state  of  events  that  woiild  occur  if  rodent  control  as 
operated  by  the  Committee  was  discontinued. 

The  statistics  once  again  indicate  that  routine  inspections  by  the  operator 
reveal  by  far  the  greater  number  of  infestations|  of  the  total  nmber  of  354 
infestations  foiind  during  the  year,  only  77  were  notified  by  the  public.  These 
figures  confirms  the  necessity  to  continjie  the  verj’’  important  public  health 
service  and  reaffirms  the  thoroughness  of  Mr,  I.  I.  Jones,  your  Rodent  Operator, 

No  statutory  notices  were  served  during  the  year  and  the  district  continued 
to  be  free  of  major  infestations.  The  public  sewers  have  been  surveyed  and  treated 
as  found  necessary  and  with  the  introduction  of  sewerage  schemes  in  the  district 
this  aspect  of  the  work  will  steadily  increase.  All  drainage  systems  connected 
to  the  new  sewers  are  s'ubjected  to  test  and  where  they  are  found  defective,  are 
re-laid.  This  is  considered  important  as  instances  of  rodent  infestations  have 
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"been  found  to  be  due  to  rats  escaping  from  sewers  via  defective  drains. 

Fly  control  on  the  Bontddu  refuse  tip  gsve  rise  to  concern  during  August 
and  September  due  to  a major  infestation.  The  operator  had  to  devote  a 
considerable  part  of  his  time  to  this  problem  and  by  a very  concentrated  effort, 
the  infestation  was  eventually  controlled. 


TYPE  CP  PROPERTY 

l?on-Agri  cultural  ; 

j 

(5) 

Agricultural 

(T)  , 

L ocal  ! 
Authority  j 

i 

Dwelling  1 

Houses 

(inc.  Council 
Houses) 

Oj  i 

All  Other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1) 

(2)  & (3) 

I. 

Nvanber  of  prop- 
erties in  Local 
Authority*  s 
District 

1 

69 

2.261 

336 

2.668 

599 

II. 

Total  mmber  of 
nronerties  ins- 
nected  as  a 
, result  of 
notification. 

29 

17 

46 

7 

N-umher  of  such 
properties  found 
to  he  infested 
hys- 

Common  Rat  Minor 
House  Mouse  Minor 

21 

1 

1 

i 

^ 1 

C — i ; 

i 

35 

7 

8 

3 

11 

III. 

Total  number  of 
■properties  ins- 
pec ted  in  the 
course  of  survey 
under  the  Act, 

56 

1,201 

313 

1,570 

274 

Number  of  such 
properties  fo'und 
to  be  infected  by 

j Common  Rat  Minor 

1 

1 

; House  Mouse  Minor 

114 

51 

I 

206 

81 

11 

3 

14 

VI. 

Number  of  infes- 
J ted  Properties 

i 

41  1 15 

i 71 

I 266 

88 

.19' 
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